HOW TO GET AWAY
FOR LESS
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Planning a big vacation can be a journey itself. Don’t miss these

chances to spend fewer dollars and save valuable time at each
step—from daydreaming to wheels up.

MAPIT OUT

One week of R&R can take months of R&D. Follow this
road map to cut costs and avoid pricey pitfalls.

9 MONTHS OUT

Dream big Make a
budget and brainstorm
dates and destinations
accordingly. (See Travel
Tools below.)

Reap rewards Some
credit cards offer bonus
points, rental car coverage,
trip cancellation insurance,
and no foreign transaction
fees. Sign up only if you can
pay it off each month.

Take up residence
Skipping hotels? Vacation
rentals can book up
fast. Check now for best
selection.

Log your loyalty Collect
your car rental, hotel, and
airline membership info in
a secure online doc. Include
organizations like AAA that
offer travel discounts.

Seek help Consider
a travel agent to save
time and maybe get free
upgrades. You'll likely pay
an initial fee of $100 or
more, but agents make
most of their money via
commission.

6 MONTHS OUT

" Renew docs To avoid
rush fees, apply for a
hew passport now. Most
countries won't let you

in if it expires within six
months of the last day of
your visit.

" Apply for Precheck

If saving time at airport
security and customs is
worth it to you, sigh up
for TSA Precheck ($85) or
Global Entry ($100).

" Book flights Airlines
typically offer price cuts
between six months
and three weeks before
departure. (See Travel
Tools below.)

" Break it up Round
trip isn’t always cheapest.
Check one-way fares,
separate airports, and
different airlines.

" Skip the upsell
Decline offers of more
legroom, early boarding,
travel insurance, etc.

For overseas trips with
long stays, consider trip
cancellation insurance—
if your credit card doesn’t
include it.

3 MONTHS OUT

B Get a room Search for
promo codes before you
book, and reservations that
don’t make you prepay.
Look for free perks like
parking, breakfast, Wi-Fi,
and airport shuttles.

M Create an itinerary
Check out travel guides
from your local library. Find
a mobile guide that works
offline so you can conserve
cellular data while

abroad. For high-demand
attractions (ciao, Sistine
Chapel!), reserve now.

B Make connections
Now that you have an
itinerary, book regional
plane tickets within or
between foreign countries.
Look for advance-purchase
discounts on train or bus
tickets.

B Reserve wheels

Book a free-to-cancel car
reservation. Note: Off-
airport rental locations are
often cheaper.

Feeling spontaneous? You can even save money on last-minute trips.

JUMP AT LATE-BREAKING DEALS
If you're traveling in a couple weeks
and see a deal too good to pass up,
don’t. After all, you can cancel a flight

GO MOBILE

for free within 24 hours of purchase—

as long as you booked directly through

the airline and you're leaving in at

least seven days.

Hotels often post deeply discounted
rates to mobile users only, so book via
your phone rather than via laptop.
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BOARDING PASS §
A preflight checklist of thrifty finishing touches. §
Pay for Bring Tell Double-check Download an
checked bags emergency credit card available car offline version
online, not at the cash. Get the companies rental and of Google
airport. Some best exchange your travel dates hotel rates. Maps for the
airlines offer rate byusing a  to avoid hearing If they have area you're
discounts if you no-fee debitcard from a fraud dropped, try visiting to save
do. at foreign ATMs. specialist when to cancel and on international
(Skip the kiosks.) you're paying for rebook for free. data use.
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TRAVEL TOOLS

Indispensable apps and
websites for every travel-
planning task.

If you want...

IN THE AIR

Price alerts for a certain destination or date range

Then check out...|

Hopper

A map of possible fares from your home airport

Google Flights

The lowest airfare prices for a wide date range

Fareness

Alerts for flash sales and “mistake” fares

that won't last long

Scott’s Cheap Flights,
Airfarewatchdog, Travelzoo

Help choosing your airline seat

SeatGuru

ON THE GROUND
A hotel

Booking, Hotels, Orbitz

Other lodging

Airbnb, Homeaway, VRBO

A free-to-cancel rental car reservation

Kayak, Expedia

Last-minute lodging

Hotel Tonight

WHAT TO DO

Advice on places to go during your trip

TripAdvisor, Yelp

A customizable itinerary generated from your email

Google Trips
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