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Almost anything, if you study and work hard! There are so
many ways to earn money and make a difference in the world.
These trading cards give you the facts and figures for ten awesome and dreamy jobs. Plus, there’s a blank one for you to fill
in with the help of a family member, friend, or neighbor. Is
Uncle Ned a marine biologist? Draw his picture and ask him all
about his job!
To make your own pack of collectible career cards, cut them
out, fold them in half, and tape or glue the two sides together.
(To make them extra sturdy, insert a piece of cardboard from a
cereal box between the two sides.)
Well, what are you waiting for? Get to work!

You create recipes and prepare food for
people to enjoy. You’re the boss of a
commercial kitchen.
Salary: $46,000 a year, on average.
How to get the job: To work at a fancy
restaurant, you might need to go to a
culinary institute. Many chefs learn to
cook by starting at an entry-level
position and working their way up.
What’s great: Learning how to prepare
tasty dishes from around the world.
What’s challenging: Feeding so many
people every night is physically demanding and fast-paced work.

Parents: For more cool ways to give your kids the money smarts
they’ll need, buy Make Your Kid a Money Genius (Even If You’re
Not) today!
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You help children and adults learn, from
preschool through graduate school.
Salary: $58,000 a year, on average
(elementary school teacher).
How to get the job: You need a bachelor’s degree, plus courses in the subject
you want to teach and special classes to
teach you how to teach. You’ll work as a
student teacher, supervised by an
experienced teacher, before you get
your own classroom.
What’s great: Knowing you’re making a
real difference in a student’s life.
What’s challenging: Finding different
ways to teach every individual student.
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Fly planes that carry cargo and people
all around the world. Lead the in-flight
crew, communicate with air traffic
controllers, and master a complicated
aircraft.
Salary: $85,000 per year, on average.
How to get the job: You need a bachelor’s degree in any subject, and aviation
training. Many pilots learn to fly in the
military.
What’s great: You can travel the world
for free. And your office? It’s 36,000 feet
in the clouds!
What’s challenging: You have to be
away from home a lot.
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You explore the mysterious world
beyond Earth’s atmosphere.
Salary: NASA pays between $52,000
and $114,000 a year.
How to get the job: Earn a college
degree in engineering, biology, physics,
computer science, or math. Dr. Peggy
Whitson, who has spent a total of 377
days in space, holds a PhD in biochemistry. You’ll also complete the two-year
Astronaut Candidate Program, where
you learn to survive in zero gravity, fly a
space ship, and operate robots.
What’s great: You work in space!
What’s challenging: You work in space!
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You put out fires and help prevent them.
You also provide emergency medical
service, help after a disaster, and more.
Salary: $49,000 per year, on average.
How to get the job: Pass a test to see if
you can climb stairs carrying heavy
equipment. Train to be an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT) and attend a
fire academy—a special school just for
firefighters.
What’s great: Saving people, pets, and
property.
What’s challenging: It can be dangerous. Firefighters are injured twice as
often as people with any other job, on
average.
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Farmers don’t just grow food. They also
produce crops for fuel, for medicine, and
for the fibers used to make fabric.
Salary: $64,000 a year, on average.
How to get the job: Many learn on the
job. If you’re born on a farm, you may
learn from your parents. Some attend
college to study agriculture or horticulture.
What’s great: It’s satisfying to make
something grow and get something
useful from it.
What’s challenging: Plants and animals
sometimes get diseases. It’s your job to
make them better.
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You pretend to be someone else in front
of a movie camera, and you’re adored by
fans all over the world.
Salary: An average of $40 an hour, but
big stars make millions of dollars a year.
How to get the job: Take part in school
plays. Later, study at an acting school or
get a college degree in theater.
What’s great: Playing make-believe with
a group of talented people.
What’s challenging: Rejection. You go
on auditions to get roles in movies. Most
times, you don’t get them, but you keep
trying.
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You enforce laws to maintain order and
protect people and property. You do this
by patrolling neighborhoods, investigating accidents, and arresting people
suspected of crimes, among other things.
Salary: $61,000 a year, on average.
How to get the job: You’ll probably need
to get a college degree and train at a
police academy.
What’s great: Police officers often think
of their coworkers as family. Plus, you’re
helping people.
What’s challenging: Police frequently
see bad things happen to people. That
can be very difficult.

fold here

Help lead the United States by working
with other countries, creating laws, and
making sure everyone is safe and treated
equally.
Salary: $400,000 a year, plus $169,000
annual expense account.
How to get the job: Be elected by the
American people. But first, study hard,
work hard, and do good things in your
community.
What’s great: “You can do something
that you know has a direct impact on
somebody.” —President Barack Obama
What’s challenging: Reporters and
Secret Service follow you everywhere.
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You diagnose and treat people, and help
to prevent them from getting sick.
(Animals, too, if you’re a veterinarian!)
Salary: $183,000 a year, on average
(pediatrician). Veterinarians make an
average of $99,000 a year.
How to get the job: Go to college and
medical school, then train as a resident,
supervised by experienced doctors.
What’s great: Solving problems. One
day you might be investigating mysterious diseases, the next you’re making a
sick person well.
What’s challenging: Sometimes you
have to tell patients sad news.
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What do you do at work?

How did you get your job?

What’s great?

What’s challenging?

